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LIONS GATE GETS “VULGAR”

Film Marks Debut of Kevin Smith Protégé Bryan Johnson

September 15, 2000 - TORONTO -- Lions Gate Films has secured worldwide distribution rights to VULGAR, the beyond boundary-pushing comedy starring and executive produced by View Askew partners Kevin Smith and Scott Mosier (Dogma, Chasing Amy, Clerks), and produced by Monica Hampton.  The acquisition, the feature debut of Smith protégé Bryan Johnson, which had its world premiere here this week, was announced today by Lions Gate Releasing co-presidents Mark Urman and Tom Ortenberg and Peter Block of Trimark Pictures, which is expected to complete its merger with Lions Gate in the next few weeks.

Lions Gate, one of the independent film industry’s most successful production and distribution companies, who has had a banner year with such hits as American Psycho and the upcoming, critically acclaimed Shadow of the Vampire, plans a summer 2001 release, initially platforming in New York, Los Angeles and Smith’s hometown of Red Bank, New Jersey.

VULGAR also stars View Askew veterans Brian O’Halloran, Jerry Lekowitz, Matt Maher, Ethan Suplee, as well as director Johnson, in the misadventures of Will, a struggling professional clown, determined to make a living performing at kids’ parties.  Downtrodden in every respect, and picked on by everyone from the neighborhood juvenile delinquents to his own mother, Will reinvents himself as Vulgar, the transvestite clown, improving his fortunes with his shock performances at bachelor parties.

“Scott and I are happy to be swinging on the Gate again, as it’s the home of our highest grossing film to date.  And if how they handled Dogma is any indication, we’re sure Mark, Tom and the rest of the Lions will make VULGAR an art-household word,” said Kevin Smith.

“We knew we wanted to take on VULGAR when the audience erupted into unmitigated hysterical laughter immediately after the start of its first screening here,” said Ortenberg.  “We really bonded with Kevin Smith during Dogma, and have the utmost respect for him and his team, who know no limits.  VULGAR is another truly original breakout comedy for View Askew, and we are looking forward to bringing it to audiences next summer,” added Urman.

The deal was brokered by Block, Ortenberg and Urman on behalf of Lions Gate, and by John Sloss on behalf of View Askew.

Presented by Kevin Smith, VULGAR co-stars Ralph Lambiase, Brian Quinn, and Scott Schiaffo.  Written and directed by Johnson, Smith and Mosier are co-executive producers, produced by Hampton.  The cinematographer is David Klein, edited by Mosier and Johnson, production design by Lisa Mareiniss, sound by David Glaser and music by Ryan Shore.

Lions Gate Films Releasing also completed two other key deals this week in Toronto, securing the U.S. rights to Kathryn Bigelow’s THE WEIGHT OF WATER, and the award-winning Mexican film “AMORES PERROS.”  The company’s other recent acquisitions include Laurence Fishburne’s Once in the Life; Sundance 2000 Audience Award-winner Two Family House; 2000 Cannes Film Festival entry Ken Loach’s Bread and Roses and Patrice Leconte’s The Widow of St. Pierre with Juliette Binoche and Daniel Auteuil.

Releases through the end of this year include Toronto Film Festival opener Stardom; Sundance Audience Award winner Two Family House; and Shadow of the Vampire, produced by Nicolas Cage and starring John Malkovich, Catherine McCormack, and Willem Dafoe in a much buzzed about performance.  The film world premiered to great acclaim in the Directors Fortnight at the Cannes Film Festival.

Lions Gate’s recent releases include Mary Harron’s film adaptation of American Psycho, a Lions Gate Production starring Christian Bale, Jesus’ Son, directed by Alison Maclean and starring Billy Crudup and Academy Award nominee Samantha Morton, But I’m A Cheerleader directed by Jamie Babbit, Valerie Breiman’s Love and Sex starring Famke Janssen and Jon Favreau and

The Eyes of Tammy Faye.  The company’s 1999 release The Red Violin won the Academy Award for Best Original Score (John Corigliano).  Lions Gate Films Releasing is a division of Lions Gate Entertainment Corp.
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